Abstract Camallanides prashadi Baylis and Daubney, 1922, recovered from the intestine of Asiatic water snake, Xenchropis piscator (Schneider, 1799), collected from the Bolpur town, Birbhum district of West Bengal, India, is redescribed. This species is characterised by presence of buccal capsule which is reddish-brown in colour and consists of two lateral buccal valves. Each buccal valve bears five complete and four incomplete longitudinal ridges, presence of similar, non-alate, unequal spicules and fourteen pairs of pedunculated caudal papillae. Of these papillae, seven pairs are preanal, two pairs are adanal and five pairs are postanal in position. Camallanides piscatori Khera, 1954 is proposed as a synonym for Camallanides prashadi Baylis and Daubney, 1922. Birbhum district is recorded as new geographical locality for this parasite.
Introduction
The Asiatic water snake, Xenchropis piscator (Schneider, 1799), is found in or near fresh water lakes, ponds and rivers. It feeds mainly on small fishes and water frogs. It is a com-mon species of non-venomus snake found in Birbhum district, West Bengal. Nematodes are one of the most important groups of animals that are free living in water and soil and an impressive number of species are parasitic in plants and animals. With respect to the knowledge of nematode parasites in India, studies on this group in West Bengal are rather satisfactory. In spite of contribution by several authors, perhaps there is absence of detail survey of reptilian hosts for nematode parasites of all areas of West Bengal. Of the host groups, works on reptilian nematodes are rare. De (1998) , reported some reptilian nematodes from elapid snake in West Bengal. Sou and Nandi (2011) reported some reptilian nematodes from Birbhum district, West Bengal.
During a routine survey for reptilian nematodes, 3 male and 3 female nematodes were recovered from the intestine of one, X. piscator collected from Bolpur town (23. 6687°N , 87.6828°E) in Birbhum district, West Bengal, India. After light microscopic study, the recovered nematodes were found to be Camallanides prashadi Baylis and Daubney, 1922 . But the original description of these species is inadequate. The purpose of this paper is to provide a detailed description of C. prashadi from the material recovered from X. piscator.
Materials and methods
One Asiatic water snake, Xenchropis piscator (Schneider, 1799), collected by net from a pond of Bolpur town (23.6687°N, 87.6828°E), Birbhum district, West Bengal, India was killed through proper anaesthesia with solvent ether and examined for parasitic infection. 3 male and 3 female nematodes were recovered from the intestine of the host. Recovered nematodes were freed from debris by shaking them in 0.67% NaCl solution, killed and fixed in 
Discussion
According to Anderson et al. (2009) , the genus Camallanides can be identified by presence of buccal cavity which is reduced or absent behind valves; buccal valves with longitudinal lateral band; presence of trident; dorsal and ventral tridents replaced by sclerotized rods and parasites of alimentary canal of snakes. The present parasites agree with C. prashadi in metrical range (Table 1 ) and having dorsoventrally elongated mouth opening; buccal capsule with two lateral valves with longitudinal ridges; equal dorsal and ventral monodents; bipartite oesophagus; male tail with caudal alae; seven pairs preanal; two pairs adanal and five pairs postanal papillae; unequal spicules; equatorial vulva situated at the tip of a tubular appendage; posteriorly directed vagina; opposed uteri and single ovary. Baylis and Daubney (1922) established the genus Camallanides with Camallanides prashadi Baylis and Daubney, 1922 as the type species recovered from Bungarus faciatus (Schneider, 1801). Khera (1954) divided the genus Camallanides into two subgenera, Camallanides (Camallanides) and Camallanides (Procamallanides) and also described Camallanides (Procamallanides) piscatori and Camallanides (Procamallanides) ptyas. Deshmukh (1968) however, suppressed these subgenera. Present account agrees with Deshmukh (1968) . Khera (1954) described Camallanides ptyas from Ptyas mucosus (Linnaeus, 1758) in Lucknow, India and Deshmukh (1968) described Camallanides dhamini also from P. mucosus in Aurangabad, India. Gupta and Nayier (1992) synonymised this two species with C. prashadi. The present account accepts Gupta and Nayier's opinion. Khera (1954) established the species Camallanides piscatori, on the specimens recovered from Natrix piscator (= X. piscator) and included it under the subgenus C. (Procamallanides), mainly based on the absence of dorsal and ventral chitinoid bodies in the buccal capsule and this character was considered as specific character for C. piscatori. Lakshmi et al. (1985) redescribed C. piscatori from Atretium schistosum (Daudin, 1803) and N. piscator (= X. piscator) in Andhra Pradesh, India. Gupta and Duggal (1984) described Camallanides veenae Gupta and Duggal, 1984 from N. piscator (= X. piscator) in Uttar Pradesh, India. Sood (1999) , however synonymised C. veenae with C. piscatori. Deshmukh (1968) though suppressed the subgenera of Camallanides retained C. prashadi and C. piscatori as separate species. It is not clear wheather dorsal and ventral chitinoid bodies as described by Khera (1954) are different from monodents. Moreover C. prashadi has also been reported from N. piscator (= X. piscator) in India (Sinha and Sahay 1967; Soota and Chaturvedi 1972) . Present parasites have also been reported from X. piscator. C. piscatori and the present worms approach C. prashadi in general body measurements ( Table-I ) and other morphological features. C. piscatori bears twelve complete and incomplete longitudinal ridges, simple pointed chitinoid rod like tridents (= monodent), fourteen pairs of pedunculated caudal papillae. Number of longitudinal ridges on the buccal capsule in C. piscatori comes within the range of longitudinal ridges in C. prashadi and the number of caudal papillae in C. piscatori is also similar to that of C. prashadi. Though the monodents are pointed chitinous rods in C. piscatori and simple rods in C. prashadi, other morphological features of C. piscatori are not markedly different from those of C. prashadi. From the above discussion and metrical evaluation it is apparent that the points of similarity between C. prashadi and C. piscatori are of more taxonomical importance than the points of departure and thus C. piscatori is considered as a synonym of C. prashadi. The variations of the present worms from both C. prashadi and C. piscatori are thought to be intraspecific in nature and the present worms are, therefore, assigned to C. prashadi. Birbhum district is recorded as new geographical record for this parasite. Table 1 Compliance with ethical standards Though there is no ethics committee in our Institutions, snake has been sacrificed for the present study following guidelines of The Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CPCSEA) formed by the Act of the Indian Parliament.
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